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"I'm going to dance, dance, dance 'til I can't dance no more!' (Bertye Lou Wood, age 96)

The best part of performing is having a good band. When I get out there, I light up like a
Christmas tree, let’s get it on! Play the music! (Fay Ray, age 87)

MUSIC NOTES

Musc is centra to the subjects of Been Rich All My Life, and to thefilm itself -- ranging over
eight decades of jazz styles, from Dixieland sounds of the 20's the big bandsand swing combos
of the30'sand 40@, the bebopinfluence of the 505, to the contemporary jazz playing as the
ladies travel the streets of New York. Composer Pete Whitman has created an origind score that
artfully captures thechanging moodsand evolving styles. While herecorded some pulic
domain tunes to evokethe period prior to 192Q henotably composed, arranged and recorded his
own compostionsusgng as modds the great bandleaders of Harlem's golden age-- such as
Jmmy Lunceford, Cab Calloway, Louis Armstrong, and Duke Ellington. He was able to re-
create the soundsof the big bandswith ther large hom sectionsby masterfully layering tracks of
the histhree wind musicians each playing 3-5 pats. They recorded usng more distant micsin a
QiveOroomwith natural reverberation, to create asoundmore like tha of older recordings
Whitman himself played claring, and ato, soprano, tenor and baritonesaxophone.

Whitman foundingpiration for some of the smaller combo arrangements in JohnKirby (when the
story takes the dancersto South Americain the 19309, or Sidney Bechet (Louisianain the
19203. Fortheflavors of the 1950s ingiration came from CountBasie, Gene Ammonsand
Sonny Stit. Duke Ellington'sEastern travels provided a muscal modd for thedancers going
abroad inthe1950s Whitman'sorigind musc score also indudes a variety of his unique
contemporary compostions Pianist Benny Weinbeck, who aso acted asthe Musc Produdion
Supevisor, composed or improvised a number of the piano selectionsused in thefilm score.

Dave Graf, trombone; Phil Hey, drums& percussion; Dave Jensen, trumpet, Gordy Johnson, bass;
Dave Karr, clarinet, tenor & baritone saxophone; Kent Saunders, guitar; Benny Weinbeck, piano;
Pete Whitman (Composer & Arranger), alto sax, tenor sax, soprano sax, baritone sax, clarinet
Music recaded at Fur Seal Studios, Minneaglis, MN.
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